Dominican University
School Library Media Program

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What credentials do | need to work as a school librarian in lllinois public schools?

A school librarian in an lllinois public school must have the lllinois professional
educator license with a teaching endorsement in the content area Library Information
Specialist. The Graduate School of Library and Information Science (GSLIS) at
Dominican University supports two types of endorsements from the lllinois State
Board of Education (ISBE):

e The Library Information Specialist content area endorsement permits a classroom
teacher to work as a school librarian at the same level as the initial endorsement
on a professional educator license. The GSLIS offers all the courses needed for the
24-hour Library Information Specialist endorsement.

e The Special K-12 Library Information Specialist endorsement permits the holder to
work as a school librarian at all levels from Pre-K through Grade 12. The GSLIS
offers all the courses needed for the 27-hour Library Information Specialist
endorsement. For anyone who does not already hold the lllinois professional
educator license, the GSLIS offers a combined Master of Library and Information
Science degree (MLIS) and Special K-12 Library Information Specialist
endorsement. As one of only two such entitlement programs in lllinois, the SLMP
enables those who complete the program to work in any type of library (public,
school, academic, or special) and entitles them to the Special K-12 Library
Information Specialist endorsement.

2. lhave a B.A. or B.S degree and would like to become a K-12 school librarian. Can | do
this in the GSLIS program at Dominican?

Yes, you can. The GSLIS offers a combined Master of Library and Information Science
degree (MLIS) and Special K-12 Library Information Specialist endorsement. As an
entitlement program, the SLMP enables those who complete the program to work in
any type of library (public, school, academic, or special) and entitles them to the
professional educator license with Special K-12 Library Information
Specialist endorsement.

See the Student Progress Packet for requirements at http://goo.gl/a4Svbs.
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3.

I have an advanced degree in an area other than library and information science and
would like to become a school librarian. Can | do this in the GSLIS program at
Dominican University?

Yes, you can. The GSLIS offers a combined Master of Library and Information Science
degree (MLIS) and Special K-12 Library Information Specialist endorsement. As an
entitlement program, the SLMP enables those who complete the program to work in
any type of library (public, school, academic, or special) and entitles them to the
professional educator license with Special K-12 Library Information
Specialist endorsement.

See the Student Progress Packet for requirements at http://goo.gl/a4Svbs.

I have a master’s degree in library and information science from another ALA-
accredited program and would like to become a school librarian. Can | do this in the
GSLIS program at Dominican University?

Yes, you can. Some of your previous LIS courses may meet the requirements for the
Illinois Library Information Specialist endorsement. Upon admission to the GSLIS as a
non-degree-seeking student, the director of the School Library Media Program will
evaluate your college/university transcripts. Your coursework and clinical
experience requirements will be based on that evaluation.

See the Student Progress Packet for requirements at http://goo.gl/a4Svbs.

I have a current elementary or secondary classroom professional educator license
and would like to take the courses required for the Special K-12 Library
Information Specialist endorsement as a part of the Master of Library and
Information Science (MLIS) degree. Can | do this in the GSLIS program at Dominican
University?

Yes, you can. The School Library Media Program (SLMP) requires 27 hours of specific
courses to meet the competencies required by the Illinois Professional Teaching
Standards for the Library Information Specialist. In addition to the 27 hours of
required courses, you must take 9 semester hours of electives from courses offered
by the GSLIS. You must also pass the lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE) Content
Area Test for Library Information Specialist and complete the Clinical
Experience Il - Internship.

See the Student Progress Packet for requirements at http://goo.gl/a4Svbs.
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6.

| have a current elementary or secondary professional educator license and would
like to obtain a Library Information Specialist endorsement. Can | do this in the
GSLIS program at Dominican University?

Yes, you can. At present, candidates with a valid professional educator license may
earn a Library Information Specialist endorsement by completing 24 semester hours
in library coursework and passing the lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE) Content
Area Test for Library Information Specialist. You must apply for admission to the
GSLIS and be accepted into the School Library Media Program (SLMP). Applications
for an endorsement to a professional educator license are made through the
regional office of education in the region where you are employed or live.

| have a current lllinois elementary or secondary professional educator license and
would like to obtain a Special K-12 Library Information Specialist endorsement. Can
| do this in the GSLIS program at Dominican University?

Yes, you can. Some of your education courses may meet the requirements for the
Illinois Library Information Specialist endorsement. Upon admission to the GSLIS as a
non-degree-seeking student, the director of the School Library Media Program will
evaluate your college/university transcripts. Your coursework and clinical experience
requirements will be based on that evaluation.

| do not have a professional educator license and would like to become a school
librarian. Can | do this in the GSLIS program at Dominican University?

Yes, you can. The combined Master of Library and Information Science degree (MLIS)
and Special K-12 Library Information Specialist endorsement entitlement program
provides all the required courses—except for three education courses—stipulated by
the Illinois State Board of Education for licensure as a school librarian. You can take
the required education courses at a two- or four-year college or university. The
School Library Media Program director can advise further.

| want to apply to the GSLIS School Library Media Program for school library
licensure, but | understand there are some tests that | have to take. What are they,
when do | take them, and how do | find out where and when they are offered?

Library Information Specialist endorsement requires the successful completion of
certain standardized tests offered by the lllinois State Board of Education:

a. inorder to be admitted to the School Library Media Program at Dominican
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10.

11.

University, you must first pass the lllinois Test of Academic Proficiency or meet
a recognized alternative (http://dusimp.info/requirements/icts-exam-
requirements); and

b. before you begin your first clinical experience, you must pass the lllinois
Library Information Specialist Content Area Test (Code 175).

Full information on when and where the tests are given and how much
they cost is available at http://www.icts.nesinc.com.

| am a GSLIS student, and | do not have an lllinois professional educator license.
When | entered the GSLIS program, | did not plan to become a school librarian. Now |
think | want to be a school librarian after all. Can | apply to the School Library Media
Program? What are the application requirements?

Yes, you can! You can apply to the School Library Media Program at any point during
your MLIS program. However, to avoid having to take too many additional courses due
to a late change of course, it is to your benefit to apply to the School Library Media
Program as soon as you decide you are interested in pursuing school librarianship. To
enter the School Library Media Program you must pass the Illinois Test of Academic
Proficiency, complete a School Library Media Program Application, and
complete a criminal background check with fingerprinting.

Find the SLMP application at http://goo.gl/Yvr8Dg.

In addition to coursework, what else do | have to do to earn the Special K-12 Library
Information Specialist endorsement?

Pass three licensure tests: the Test of Academic Proficiency, the Library Information
Specialist Content Area Test, and the Assessment of Professional Teaching (K-12).

If you do not already hold a valid professional educator license, you must
e complete three education courses: 1) Educational Psychology, 2) History and
Philosophy of Education, and 3) Services to the Exceptional Child;
e complete 100 hours of observation in school libraries; and
e complete two 200-hour clinical experiences (student teaching).

If you do already hold a valid professional educator license, you must
e provide transcript evidence that you have completed three education courses:
1) Educational Psychology, 2) History and Philosophy of Education, and 3)
Services to the Exceptional Child;
e complete 40 hours of observation in school libraries; and
e complete two 80-hour clinical experiences (internship).
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Participate in an exit interview with the director of the School Library Media Program,
who will review your portfolio and assure that you have met all program requirements
before authorizing you for licensure.

See the Student Progress Packet for requirements, including those for the
portfolio, at http://goo.gl/a4Svbs.

12. | have finished all the requirements to receive my Master of Library and Information
Science (MLIS) but have not met all the requirements for my school library licensure.
Must | wait until | have met the licensure requirements before | can graduate?

No, you don’t. Although graduation and licensure are related, they are two separate
processes. You can graduate before you receive your license or you can get your
license before you graduate.

Find more information on the School Library Media Program at the
Dominican GSLIS visit http://gslis.dom.edu/academics/simp.

Course Requirements for MLIS + Special K-12 Library Information Specialist Endorsement

The MLIS requires 36 semester hours of coursework. Required courses (listed in the
recommended sequence) for completing the K-12 school library licensure include:
e LIS 701 Introduction to Library and Information Science

e LIS 703 Organization of Knowledge

e LIS 704 Reference and Online Services

e LIS 773 School Libraries

e LIS 721 Library Materials for Children

e LIS 722 Library Materials for Young Adults

e LIS 724 Integrating Technology into Programming, Services, and Instruction

e LIS 716 Leadership and Strategic Communication

e LIS 725 Curriculum and School Libraries

e LIS Electives: 9 semester hours

Total 36 Hours

Additionally, one of the following clinical experiences is required to complete the clinical

practice. These course numbers do not carry course credit but appear on your transcript:

e LIS 728 Clinical Experience-Student Teaching (for candidates without a professional
educator license)

e LIS 729 Clinical Experience-Internship (for candidates with a current valid lllinois PEL)
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Course Requirements for Special K-12 Library Information Specialist Endorsement

Required courses (listed in the recommended sequence) for completing the K-12 school
library licensure include:

e LIS701 - Introduction to Library and Information Science

e LIS 703 - Organization of Knowledge

e LIS 704 - Reference and Online Services

e LIS773 - School Libraries

e LIS721 - Library Materials for Children

e LIS722 - Library Materials for Young Adults

e LIS 724 - Integrating Technology into Programming, Services, and Instruction
e LIS 716 - Leadership and Strategic Communication

e LIS 725 - Curriculum and School Libraries

Total 27 Hours

Candidates are required to take LIS 729 Clinical Experience-Internship to complete the
clinical practice.

Course Requirements for LIS Endorsement on PEL w/ Elementary Endorsement

LIS 701 - Introduction to Library and Information Science

LIS 703 - Organization of Knowledge

LIS 704 - Reference and Online Services

LIS 773 - School Libraries

LIS 721 - Library Materials for Children

LIS 724 - Integrating Technology into Programming, Services, and Instruction
LIS 716 - Leadership and Strategic Communication

LIS 725 - Curriculum and School Libraries

Total 24 Hours

Students are encouraged to take LIS 729 Clinical Experience-Internship.

Course Requirements for LIS Endorsement on PEL w/ Secondary Endorsement

LIS 701 - Introduction to Library and Information Science

LIS 703 - Organization of Knowledge

LIS 704 - Reference and Online Services

LIS 773 - School Libraries

LIS 722 - Library Materials for Young Adults

LIS 724 - Integrating Technology into Programming, Services, and Instruction
LIS 716 - Leadership and Strategic Communication

LIS 725 - Curriculum and School Libraries

Total 24 Hours

Students are encouraged to take LIS 729 Clinical Experience-Internship.
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